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-“THE AAUSCHWITZ -ALBUM
he “Auschwitz Album exhibit is based on an
album, which is the only surviving visual evidence
of the process of mass murder at Auschwitz-Birkenau.
It is a unique document donated to Yad Vashem by Lili
Jacob-Zelmanovic Meier. -

The Exhibition created by Yad Vashem was first pre-
sented at the United-Nations in New York in January
2005 in observance of the 60th Anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz. ,

The photos were taken-at the end of May or begm-
ning of June 1944, elther by Ernst Hofmann or by
Bernhard Walter, two SS men whose task was to take
ID photos and fingerprints of inmates (not Jews who
were sent directly to the gas chambers). The photos
show the arrival of Hungarian Jews from Carpatho-
Ruthenia. Many of them came from the Berehov
Ghetto, which itself was a collectmg pomt for Jews
from several other small towns.

Eighteen-year-old Lili Jacob and her fami_ly were
among these 3,500 deportees. Upon arriving at
Auschwitz, Lili was sent to Dora, a Nazi slave labor
camp 400 miles to the west, where she was eventually
liberated by the Americans. While searching for warm
clothing inside an abandoned German barracks Llll
came across a photograph album. : :

Upon opening the album, Lili found familiar images
of her family and friends, members of the doomed
Auschwitz transport. It is extraordinary to think that
out of hundreds of thousands of families who arrived
at Birkenau, Lili uncovered such personal images of
her transport, her-family and her friends.



_-Women-and children-on the Birkenau arrival platform known as the “ramp”.
- The Jews were removed from the deportation trains onto-the ramp -where they.
“faced a selection process — sonie were sent lmmed:ately to thetr deaths, wh:le

others were sent to slave labor.. - : : '




g L ili never hid the album and"ne\'/rs of its existence was

published many times. She was even called to present

it at the Auschwitz trials in Frankfurt durmg the 1960s. She

kept it until the famous Nazi- hunter Serge Klarsfeld vis-

ited her in 1980, and convmced her to donate the album '
: toYadVashem S g & i SR L _
In 1994 the album was restored in Yad Vashem s conserva- e

tion lab_oratoly and mformatlon on each one of the photos

- was typed into the computerized databank of the archive. The
staff of the archive was able to compare and match the pic-
tures with aerial photos taken by the US Army Air Force on
- several occasions in- 1944-45 In 1999 the entire album was
scanned wrth highest quahty dlgrtal equrpment AP
_ There are 56 pages and 193 photos in the album. Some ot

| of the orlgmal plctures presumably those glven by Lili to ':.
~survivors who had ldentlfled relatlves in the photographs b3
- are missing. One_ of these plctures was recently donated -

to Yad Vashem. e :
The photos in the Album show the entlre process except'_ :
3 for the klllmg ltself : . T



Jews undergoing the selection : process on. the ‘Birkenau -arrival platfbrm '
" known as the "ramp”. The selection process began lmmedlately after-the Jews.
were taken off the deportation trains. During-a selection, women and men con-
sidered-"fit for work” were sent for slave labor. The rest of rhe people were sent ]
to thetr deaths in the gas chambers, :




THE HISTORY OF AUSCHWITZ:
1940-1945

A uschwitz was the site of the largest mass murder
in the history of humamty It has come to rep-
resent the most expansive and infamous of ‘the Nazi
extermination camps - a factory of death. In the end,

1.1 million people died at Auschwitz.

The Auschwitz complex was unique. It contamed all
three major elements of the Nazi camp system — a
- concentration camp, a forced labor camp, and an
extermination camp. The initial area was constructed
in May 1940, called Auschwitz I, or Auschwitz Main
Camp. Auschwitz 1 was originally intended to house
Polish dissidents whom the Nazis considered a threat
to - their occupation. Toward the end of 1940,
Heinrich Himmler visited Auschwitz and ordered that
the camp triple its capacity from. 10,000 to 30,000
prisoners. Over the succeeding-months, a series of
plans was drawn up for expansion. _

In October 1941, about a mile and a half . from
Auschwitz, Auschwitz Il (Birkenau) was built. Birkenau
was intended to hold 100,000 Soviet POWs.
 However, by the spring of 1942, Auschwitz began to

play a pivotal role in implementing the Final Solution.
During 1942, about 200,000 Jews- were sent to
Auschwitz from all over Europe: France, Holland; Belgium,
Norway, Yugoslavia, Poland, the Czech lands, Slovakia,
Austria, and Germany. About 70 percent of them were
murdered immediately upon arrival. No record remains of
those immediately killed.



- Jews who were classified- as ’not.fit for work” waiting_in ‘a grove otitside
. Crematorium’ IV before they were_ to-be gassed. At this: point, ‘the Jews were
exhausted and‘in a state’ of shock from the horrors of the journey:and the’
selection process. that they had just endured. The vast majority had. no idea
what fate awaited them.
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In 1942, the scope of Auschwitz continued to increase. 2
Relchsfuhrer SS Hemrlch Hlmmler worked dllrgently to
: brmglG Farben then one of the largest corporatlons to'_

Auschwrtz .
Operatlonal in’ 1942 Auschwrtz m (Buna Monowrtz)'

eVentually became the center of the Auschwitz network
~of more than 40 forced labor camps This new slave labor"-: :
~camp transformed Auschwrtz and the economy of Nazr- :
: _occupled Europe - . :

 In November 1944, the gas chambers were used for the'.
- _last time at Blrkenau when the last recorded transport of

- Jewish prisoners arrlved In November of that ‘year, the SS- Tk
| .began the destruction of the crematorla. ‘As the Soviet
~army approached and the end of the war came closer, the
vast majority of Auschwrtz prisoners were marched west.-'_-- e
by the Natzis, into Germany Those few thousands remain- =5
ing, who were too ill to travel, were left behind and found -

by Sovret forces when they hberated Auschwrtz on

]anuary 27 1945



THE LAST EPISODE:
HUNGARIAN JEWS AND THE HOLOCAUST

Early summer 1944 was the apex of the deportation
of Hungarian Jewry. For this purpose a special rail
line was extended from the rail station outside the camp
to a ramp inside Auschwitz. Many. of the photos in the
album were taken on the ramp. :

The vast majority of those murdered at Auschwitz in 1944 were
- from Hungary. Although an ally of Germany, Hungary initially
- refused to deport Jews with Hungarian citizenship. However, in
. March 1944, German troops marched into Budapest. With them
came Adolf Eichmann, sent to establish special details for lmple-
menting the “Final Solution” of the Hungarian Jews.

The deportation of Hungarian Jews to Auschwitz—Birkenau
started on May 15 and lasted through July 7, 1944. In less
than two months, nearly 440,000 — half the Jews in Hungary
— were deported, to Birkenau.

Upon their arrival, the Jews went through a selection
process, carried out by SS doctors and wardens. Those con-
sidered fit for work were sent into the camp, where they were
registered, deloused, and sent to barracks. :

The rest were sent to the gas chambers. They were gassed
under the guise of a harmless shower, their bodies. cremated
and the ashes strewn in a nearby swamp. On average, 75% of
- each transport was gassed ‘immediately upon ‘arrival. The
Nazis not only ruthlessly exploited the labor of those they did
not kill immediately they also looted the belongings the Jews
brought with them.

Even gold fillings were extracted from the mouths of the
dead by a special detachment of inmates. The personal effects
the Jews brought with them were sorted by inmates and °
stored in an area referred to by the mmates as “Canada”: the
ultimate land of plenty. :
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n- ]uly 7, 1944, with the war turning agamst the

Nazis, the Hungarian Head of State, Admiral Miklos
Horthy, informed the Germans that the deportations of the
Jews would cease - all transports came to a halt.

However, on October 15, 1944, Horthy’s regime was
overthrown by the Nazi-backed Arrow Cross militia and
the Jews of Budapest, who had largely escaped deporta-
tion, now became Eichmann’s target. :

They were not to be sent to Auschwitz, but to Austria,
where they would be used for slave labor. During
November tens of thousands of Jews were forced out of

~ Budapest. Due to a train shortage, they were forced to

walk-and thousands died en route. :

In the end, out of the 6 million Jews who perlshed in the
Holocaust, nearly one tenth of the victims were
Hungarian, approximately 550,000 people.

To order the Auschwitz Album: The Story of a Transport, -
please call the American Society for Yad Vashem
: at 1-800-310-7495
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"""'_fABour THE AMERICAN
| "--.,socuzw FOR YAD VASHEM

2 Fo.unded in 1981_'by_a group of IHoloCau'st sur-~
~ - vivors, and spearheaded by Eli Zborowski, the
~~ ~ American Society for Yad Vashem works ‘in part-

- nership with Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Martyrs’
-~ and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority in Jerusalem
-~ to support their efforts in the areas of commemo- -
~ ration; education; research capltal lmprovements i
e 'and specral pro]ects ok

The Socrety draws support from ‘more than
"~ 150,000 individuals nationwide. Their contribu- -
- _tions range from a few dollars to large donations
- from major phllanthroplsts, to a whole cadre of :
volunteers who glve us the gift of time. - :

; Yad Vashem was establlshed in 1953 by the'
'lsraeh Parllament (Knesset) and was entrusted
- with the task of commemoratlng ‘the six million ~
. Jews murdered by the Nazis and their collabora-
- tors. It mandates' Holocaust remembrance, com-
~ memoration, and education, to ensure the lessons
5 of the Holocaust are secured for- posterlty'

e - Dr., Elrzabeth Mundlaknlborowskl-- R
el Cultural Drrector Amerrcan Socret)r for Yad Vashem e

. Amerlcan & lnternatlonal Socretles for Yad Vashem _
: 500 Fifth Avenue 42nd Floor New York NY 10110-4299 et
x Tel (800) 310- 7495 (212) 220-4304 - Fax: (212) 220 4308 -
; T g wwwyadvashemusa org Pt b




